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Elementary Teacher of the Year Janine DeLeon helps fi fth grader Maria 
Ventura with a math assignment at Karshner Elementary School.

Janine DeLeon motivates students to exceed expectations 

Sandra Coyer teaches students ‘it’s always too soon to quit’  

continued on page 8

Secondary Teacher of the Year Sandra Coyer teaches sophomore 
Honors English at Puyallup High School. continued on page 8

Janine DeLeon makes learning fun.

So much so, her fi fth graders circulated a 
petition last year in an effort to have her 
teach sixth grade this year. “We really 
wanted her to move up to sixth grade with 
us,” said student Amber Gilliland.

DeLeon’s passion for teaching, her high 
expectations of students, and her commit-
ment to making sure every child in her 
classroom has an opportunity to succeed, 
has won praise from students, parents, 
and colleagues at Karshner Elementary 
School.

The Puyallup High graduate has been 
named this year’s elementary Teacher of 
the Year. The Puyallup School District 
selects one elementary and one junior high 
or high school teacher each year for the 
award. Both teachers are in the running 
for the Puget Sound Educational Service 
District’s Regional Teacher of the Year 
competition.

In her nomination letter, Karshner 
Elementary Principal Jeanie Schneider 
describes DeLeon’s instruction as “inno-
vating, motivating, and challenging. She 
encourages her students to succeed be-
yond what they think they can do … She 
is organized, makes every minute count in 
class, and most of all, she makes all kids 

Elementary Teacher of the Year

responsible and accountable for their own 
learning.”

Tammy Porter, last year’s PTA President 
and a room mother in DeLeon’s class-

room, said she was impressed how the 
teacher uses creative projects to engage 
students and inspire them to learn.

Every spring, for example, DeLeon trans-

forms her classroom into the “DeLeonville 
Hall of Fame.” Students report on famous 
players throughout history, create papier 
mache masks of their faces to replicate the 
Hall of Fame, write speeches about why 
they should be inducted into baseball’s 
most cherished hall, use math skills to 
calculate players’ batting averages, apply 
social studies as they research ballparks 
on maps, and learn technology as they 
study baseball greats on the Internet.

“She has every intent to make sure those 
kids understand the material,” said Porter. 
“If you have fun in the classroom, you 
have learning kids.”

Math is a priority in DeLeon’s classroom.

Students work daily on computing math 
skills and are encouraged to do problem 
solving and work that connects math to 
real life. DeLeon gives each student a 
math journal she created containing draw-
ings and sample math problems to supple-
ment the regular textbook. 

“I love math myself,” DeLeon said. “I 
teach them as many tricks as I can, or 
funny little sayings, to help them under-
stand. Some of my students didn’t even 
know how to subtract when they came to 

Secondary Teacher of the Year

At fi rst, students looked at their teacher 
in disbelief. There she stood, on a chair in 
the middle of the Puyallup High School 
courtyard, fl apping her arms and honking. 

One by one the student journalists who 
stood in the shape of a V began to join in, 
fi rst hesitantly, then with intensity.

As the sound grew, so did their under-
standing of that day’s lesson. The teenag-
ers learned the importance of working 
together as a team, taking turns being the 
leader, and supporting each other when 
the going gets tough. 

Sandra Coyer introduced the geese in 
fl ight analogy last fall and has spontane-
ously honked and fl apped her arms ever 
since during situations that call for extra 
motivation.

Whether writing furiously late at night to 
meet a newspaper deadline, or engaging 

in a group discussion in English class, 
Coyer teaches her students that some of 
the greatest rewards come from working 
together.

Coyer, who has taught English and jour-
nalism at Puyallup High for six of the past 
seven years, is this year’s Puyallup School 
District Secondary Teacher of the Year.

Each year, the district selects one elemen-
tary and one junior high or high school 
teacher for the honor. Their names are 
submitted to the Puget Sound Educational 
Service District for the Regional Teacher 
of the Year award. Those winners then 
compete for the state Teacher of the Year 
honor.

Coyer has earned the respect and admira-
tion of her students. “There is a positive 
energy she brings to the classroom,” said 
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Superintendent’s Message
As a child’s fi rst teacher, parents light the way

Becoming active participants in education
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  Please 
direct questions or comments to Karen 
Hansen, director of communications 
and executive services, PO Box 
370, Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: Karen Hansen

Editor: Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: Dale 
Carrington

Contributing Writers: Shanon 
Burke, Susan Gifford, and Teresa 
Stover. 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. Sunrise Elementary fi fth grader Marshall Reasor carefully places an 

egg on a tower of straws to test the durability of his creation.

Students showcase science skills at Spring Fair

It is at this time of year we look forward 
to celebrating the accomplishments of not 
only our graduating seniors, but the ac-
complishments of all our students as they 
progress through another year of studies. 
I found myself reviewing the mission and 
vision of our district this past month and 
found a common denominator: instilling 
in our students a love for learning and 
being a lifelong learner. As parents, com-
munity members, teachers, employers, 
and volunteers, we have the responsibility 
and the privilege of sharing the world with 
children!

Children are born eager to learn. As I held 
my newborn grandson recently, I won-

dered what his life would be like and re-
fl ected on the dreams we all have for him. 
I watched him gaze at a light, look into his 
daddy’s face, grab his grandpa’s fi nger. 
One day soon he will smile at his mommy, 
showing his joy with his small world! 
These might just be seen as instincts, but 
they are the very beginnings of a desire to 
learn about the world. It is that innate ea-
gerness and desire to learn that we capture 
and foster throughout a child’s life.

Every child comes into our classrooms 
fi lled with hope and anticipation. Each 
child is unique in their backgrounds, 
learning styles, and skills. But each comes 
with the desire to learn, and to be the 
best they can be. Fostering that desire is 
brought out in the classroom by programs 
and teachers who share the same enthu-
siasm for learning as our students. Our 
dedicated teaching staff kindle that enthu-
siasm through hands-on learning experi-
ences, real-life approaches in curriculum, 
and problem-solving situations that will 
engage our students and prepare them for 
the future. 
 

Our students also come to us with the 
desire to succeed. We will continue to 
focus on the success of each student in our 
district through many dedicated individu-
als: teachers, administrators, community 
members, and volunteers. Linking learn-
ing opportunities with our business part-
ners, reaching out to help others through 
community service projects, and mentor-
ing others builds a successful atmosphere 
for students. The strength of our society 
is in the education of our youth and in 
fostering a successful life. The Puyallup 
School District and the Board of Directors 
are dedicated to this mission.

As I anticipate the end of the school year, 
and watch each eager graduate shake a 
hand and take their diploma at graduation, 
I see the celebration of an accomplishment 
of years of students doing their best, being 
successful. Again, those smiles of joy 
will be seen! I also see the eagerness and 
anticipation for the years ahead, as our 
graduates will venture into the world fi lled 
with hope, a compassion for others, and a 
lifelong commitment to learn. 

There are few words that can sum up the 
enormously responsible role of a parent 
in a child’s life. Parenting is an extremely 
challenging, as well as a stressful, tough, 
joyful, and rewarding experience.

Clearly, one must not ever consider 
parenting unimportant, simple, and easy 
work. I use the term “work” because being 
a parent is truly a work in progress and 
subject to change during the early to late 
stages of a child’s development — from 
newborn, infant, child, and pre-pubescent, 
to adolescent, teenager, and mature adult.

Parents often wonder, as I do, am I doing 
this right? What can I do to help my child 
learn right from wrong? How can I best 
support my child to maximize his or her po-
tential? Is my child safe when he or she is not 
in my home? What difference am I making? 

For me, there are always more internal-
ized self-refl ection and complex questions 
on being a good parent than there are 
answers. My colleagues and close friends 
tell me I am not alone with these afore-
mentioned preoccupations.

As a parent, our highly personal relation-
ship with our children changes as they 

become increasingly familiar with their 
internal understanding of themselves 
and emerging relationships with those 
external to the family unit. It is gratifying 
to observe our children develop the skills 
to know how to learn, behave respect-
fully and appropriately, build positive and 
trusting relationships with others, under-
stand the consequences of not following 
society’s simple rules of order, and obey 
laws that have been put in place to protect 
people from each other. 

Parenting means that at times, one has 
to make a child or young adult do what 
they don’t want to do. Why? Because 
we do not want our children to experi-
ence close calls with danger or make the 
same mistakes or misjudgments that we 
made. We must also communicate the 

consequences of their actions as a part 
of their lifelong learning. To that end, a 
very wise person once stated, “Children 
will choose success over failure.” As a 
child’s fi rst teacher, parents must light 
the way.

No doubt about it, positive interpersonal 
relations and clear expectations provided 
by caring adult role models are critically 
important to ensuring a child’s success 
in school. By doing so, it will make a 
dramatic difference in an individual’s 
self-confi dence, self-worth, and ability to 
positively contribute to society during his 
or her adult years.

As your child’s fi rst teacher, I wish to hon-
or, recognize, and thank the parents of  the 
Class of 2007 high school graduates who 
will beam with delight and pride as their 
children receive diplomas and complete 
their educational experience in the Puyal-
lup School District.

For those of us with children returning to 
Puyallup’s schools in September, let us ef-
fectively use all of the resources and skills 
we possess to help our children today in 
order for them to fulfi ll their dreams and 
ambitions beyond high school.

Nearly 300 students in kindergarten 
through grade 12 entered projects in the 
school district’s ninth annual science fair. 

Science Explorations 2007 was featured 
during the Spring Fair at the Western 
Washington Fairgrounds. Fairgoers had 
a chance to see individual and classroom 
projects displayed through the weekend.

Students in grades four through 12 also 
competed against each other in a timed 
event called the Straw Tower contest. 
The 30 participants built towers out of 
straws, then tested the durability of their 
creations by resting an egg on each of the 
structures. Prizes were given to the stu-
dents whose eggs remained on the towers 
the longest.

More than 75 judges, including members 
of the school district and community, vol-
unteered to review this year’s entries.
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Ferrucci Junior High teacher Alex Macdonald discusses the magnetic 
polarization of steel magnet racer tracks with ninth grader Matt Kaes, 
while Nick Thacker looks on. The tracks were used to race small cars 
built by students in the Science by Design course.

Career conference bridges school to work

Photos (top from left): Mike Egan, senior manager of corporate affairs 
at Microsoft, delivers the keynote speech at the career conference, and 
Rogers High School junior Cecilia Morse talks with Puyallup Police 
Offi cer Tim Floyd about potential careers in law enforcement. (Bottom 
left): Shelley Louderback, store manager at Macy’s in the South Hill 
Mall, shares what students should and should not wear to work and 
to job interviews during a Dress For Success breakout session.

Students in grades 10 through 12 who 
have not met standard in reading, writ-
ing, or math on the Washington Assess-
ment of Student Learning (WASL) may 
register through July 8 to retake the test 
this August.

Students only need to retake the por-
tions of the WASL they have not passed.

Only students who have registered will 
be allowed to test. Students can register 
online at www.k12.wa.us/waslregistra-
tion, or call 1-866-400-9275 between 
June 8 and July 8. A “State Student 
Identifi er” — the number printed on the 
front page of a student’s WASL score 
report — is required to complete the 
registration process.
 
Registration for Puyallup School 
District’s high school summer school 
classes does not register a student for 
the WASL August retakes.

Recently revised state legislation re-
quires all students, beginning with this 
year’s eleventh graders (Class of 2008), 
to pass the reading and writing sections 
of the WASL to be eligible to graduate. 

Passing the math and science WASL 
will also be required by law for gradu-
ation beginning with the Class of 2013 
— this year’s sixth graders. There are 
additional options available to some 
special education students, as well as 
other alternatives for students who have 
diffi culty meeting WASL standards.

Students who do not pass the math test 
must take the WASL again annually. 
The test in August will count as one of 
these annual tests.

WASL retakes will be given during the 
week of August 6 to 9 at Rogers High 
School, 12801 86th Ave. East, Puyal-
lup. Students must take both sessions 
of a subject-area test in order to receive 
a score.  Each test must be completed 
within the allotted time period.

The testing schedule is:

Monday, August 6
Reading Session 1, 8:30 a.m to noon
Reading Session 2, 1 to 4 p.m.

Tuesday, August 7
Math Session 1, 8:30 a.m. to noon
Math Session 2, 1 to 4 p.m.

Wednesday, August 8
Writing Session 1, 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Thursday, August 9
Writing Session 2, 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Students who need transportation to and 
from Rogers High School for the tests 
may contact Melissa Rieksts at (253) 841-
8797. Free bus passes will also be made 
available to students who need them.

Results of the August retakes will be 
mailed to students’ homes in mid-
October.

For more information about the August 
WASL retakes, contact district instruc-
tional coach Lisa Rollins at lrollins@
puyallup.k12.wa.us or call her at (253) 
302-1399. 

To learn more about recent legislative 
changes to the WASL requirements and 
for more information about summer 
school offerings, visit the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the right side of the Home page, click on 
the multi-colored graduation caps icon.

Signups for WASL 
retakes continue 
through July 8

Many years ago, a friend told Alex 
Macdonald that there was no fi ner thing a 
person could do than teach.

“In my life, that has turned out to be true,” 
said Macdonald, who teaches Engineering 
and Technology classes at Ferrucci Junior 
High.

Macdonald’s passion for teaching has 
been recognized by his peers in the Pierce 
County Washington Association of Voca-
tional Administrators. The organization 
honored Macdonald as this year’s Teacher 
of the Year.

The award honors a teacher who is a 
visionary and proactive and who actively 
participates in the support and improve-
ment of themselves, their organization, 
and career and technical education.

Macdonald was recognized last month 
at the Washington Award for Vocational 
Excellence banquet.

Claudia Cooley, assistant director of 
career and technical education in the Puy-
allup School District, said Macdonald’s 
award is well-deserved. “He is an out-
standing educator,” she said. Macdonald 
has been instrumental in implementing 
Project Lead the Way — a pre-engineer-
ing program called Science by Design at 
Ferrucci. 

Macdonald said the Science by Design 
class combines science and technology 
instruction. “It is a way to blend the disci-
plines together,” he said.

His background gives Macdonald a good 
platform on which to base his lessons. He 
started out majoring in engineering before 
switching to industrial technology. “I then 

Ferrucci teacher receives vocational award 

met and married a teacher and went back 
to school and got my teaching credential,” 
he said.

For the next 30 years until his retirement, 
Macdonald taught at Curtis Junior High 
School in the University Place School 
District. Shortly after that, he spoke with 
Ferrucci Principal Mark Vetter, who 
expressed interest in bringing Macdonald 
on staff. “This is now my fourth year at 
Ferrucci,” he said. 

Macdonald said he is excited by the 
opportunities he has to further his stu-

dents’ interest in the realm of science and 
technology.

In addition to Science by Design, Mac-
donald teaches a Communications 
Technology course that offers students the 
chance to learn elements of three-dimen-
sional modeling, still and motion photog-
raphy, mechanical drawing, and computer-
aided drafting. 

He also teaches a Field Investigations 
class that mixes technology and science to 
teach students how to understand geogra-
phy and ecosystems.

More than 125 high school juniors and seniors had a chance to get a head start on their 
future careers last month during the Greater Puyallup Community Career Conference.

Students participated in job interviews, learned how to dress for success, and listened to 
successful business people speak during the one-day event. They also visited more than 
40 business, industry, labor, or college booths set up in the gym at the Puyallup Naza-
rene Church.

Guest speakers included Mike Egan, senior manager of corporate affairs at Microsoft, 
and Gerry Moody, State Farm insurance agent.

A key focus of the event was for business and college representatives to have time to 
meet with students to provide information about today’s workplace and to share oppor-
tunities for training and/or employment. 

The event was sponsored by the Puyallup School District and the Puyallup/Sumner 
Chamber of Commerce. “Partnerships are such a vital part of the Chamber,” said 
George Chappell, executive director of the Chamber of Commerce. Chappell described 
the event as “wonderful and exciting” for area students.



 4 Connections June  2007 Building a Foundation for Learning

Aylen Junior High

Construction of the new Aylen Junior 
High School building began during one of 
the rainiest winters on record.

Working with the saturated ground 
required some reworking of the original 
construction plans; however, the project 
continues to be on schedule for a Septem-
ber 2008 opening.

Fyles said that the water level in the 
ground was higher than contractors ex-
pected. Plans were altered to make certain 
that the building was on a good founda-
tion. The building site was raised one 
foot, he said, in order for the construction 
process to begin. 

Project Manager Will Samuelson said run-
ning into unexpected situations, such as 
higher water levels, is part of the building 
process.

“Construction of facilities is a normal 
process of solving problems,” he said. It 
can require special efforts by the parties 
involved, he added, but in the end, solu-
tions are put into place and work success-
fully moves on.

Other work on the Aylen project, which is 
being funded with money from the 2004 
bond, has included preliminary site work 
such as grading and adjustments for the 
water table. All 336 piles, which are each 
72 feet long, have been installed.

Progress continues on the construction of 
three junior high schools in the district 
— the new Glacier View Junior High, as 
well as the Kalles and Aylen replacement 
buildings.

Glacier View Junior High  

The footprint of the new Glacier View 
Junior High School is taking shape in the 
south end of the Puyallup School District.

Preliminary site work has been completed, 
the foundations have been poured, and 
last month structural steel began being 
erected.

“Construction has started,” said Glacier 
View Planning Principal Mark Vetter. 
“The public can see the outlines of the 
new building.”

Project Manager Russ Woodruff said work 
is also moving forward to secure a sewer 
permit and obtain necessary water and 
power hookups. Construction crews have 
also begun installing underground utilities. 

Both the contractor and the school district 
are pleased with the site, Woodruff said. 
The soil drains well, which made excava-
tion work easier during the rainy winter 
months. The school is also situated in a 
beautiful area, Woodruff said. “On a clear 
day, you can see the mountain, and it 
looks great.”

The new school shares the 95-acre Em-
erald Ridge High School campus and is 

Junior high school construction projects move forward

The outline of the new Glacier View Junior High School is visible, as 
is Mt. Rainier on a clear day. 

Work is also under way on the installation 
of the initial beams for the library and the 
north and south classroom wings. As the 
summer progresses, area residents will 
see the school begin to take shape. “It will 
start to look like a building,” Samuelson 
said.

The new Aylen building is scheduled to 
open to students in fall 2008. Plans call 
for a two-story structure with grade level 
houses that encourage team teaching. The 
design is similar to the Kalles Junior High 
replacement building and new Glacier 
View junior high school. It is meant to 
give students the best possible educational 
experience, he said.

Kalles Junior High

The cabinets are in, the carpeting has been 
laid, and teachers and school administra-
tors are poised to begin moving later this 
month into the rebuilt Kalles Junior High 
School. 

Construction work will continue this sum-
mer to complete the school’s food service 
area and gymnasium before students ar-
rive this September, said Samuelson.

Principal Mario Casello has spent months 
preparing for the opening of school to 
ensure the move goes as smoothly as 
possible. He has worked closely with staff 
members to purchase new student and 
staff furniture and listened to their sugges-
tions on the logistics of the move. 

“I have worked to involve the staff as 
much as possible,” Casello said.
 
The layout of the new Kalles building 
has helped Casello answer the question 
of where teachers will be located within 
the building. The school is separated into 
grade level wings. 

Another unique element to the building is 
that it is designed to encourage teaming 
and blocking, Casello said. 

With teaming, many of the teachers will 
work together and coordinate their lessons 
to relate to one another. Blocking involves 
students going from one class to the next 
in the same general area of the building.

Keeping up with all of the daily changes 
at the construction site is a big job; how-
ever, Casello collaborates closely with 
Samuelson to communicate the status of 
the project.

“This has been a very exciting process 
to go through,” he said. “I’m looking 
forward to opening the building to staff, 
students, and the community in August.”

Work is under way on the installation of the initial beams for the 
library and the north and south classroom wings at  Aylen Junior 
High School.

It was mostly like any other game. The Puyallup High School 
girls fastpitch team ran the bases, fi elded balls, and connected 
with pitches. What made the April 26 match-up against Federal 
Way special, however, was the fi eld they played on.

The Vikings played one of their fi nal games of the season on 
their newly constructed fi eld, which was built using funds 
from the 2004 school bond. While the fi eld wasn’t ready at the 
beginning of the season due to heavy rains, the team made the 
most of the time at the end of the season to enjoy their home 
turf. A crowd of supporters gathered under purple and gold 
balloons to cheer on the girls in the game against Federal Way, 
and rocks were formed in front of the home dugout to spell 
“fi rst time.”

The project features batting cages, a new backstop, and 
dugouts for both the home and visiting teams. “This fi eld will 
be a great benefi t to the program,” said fastpitch coach Tony 
Batinovich. 
 

Puyallup High fastpitch 
team plays on new fi eld

Photo: Heather Sanderfer works to earn a strike, 
while girls fastpitch teammates Tabitha Tomlinson 
and Sophia Jones stand ready behind her. 

the next step in constructing what school 
district offi cials hope will eventually be a 
K-12 campus. Long-term facilities plans 
call for an elementary school to eventually 
be built on the site.

Executive Director of Facilities Rudy 
Fyles said building Glacier View next to 
Emerald Ridge High School “will open up 
a world of educational opportunities” for 
students at both the high school and junior 
high school level. 

Tutoring opportunities will be created 
between the two schools, Fyles said, and 
ninth graders will have a chance to receive 
high school level counseling and attend 
the high school for specialty classes. 

Glacier View Junior High is being built to 
house 800 students and will feature grade 
level houses that can facilitate team teach-
ing and planning. The two-story building 
will also integrate new technology, such 
as interactive white boards and in-class-
room microphone systems. 

Vetter said he is excited by the opportuni-
ties the new school will present and is 
preparing to start planning for the arrival 
of students in fall 2008.

This August, Vetter will move into an of-
fi ce at Emerald Ridge High School. “I will 
be planning opportunities to meet parents 
and future Glacier View kids,” he said. “In 
addition, we will begin selecting the mas-
cot and colors in September.  We will have 
a Web site for everyone to submit ideas, 
and then we will have the kids vote.”
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Community members tour new schools opening this fall

Parents, staff, and community members gather at Carson Elementary School (left) to get a look at the 
building that opens in September. The new Kalles Junior High School (right) also opens this fall. Staff 
and community members tour the structure.

Community members had their fi rst 
opportunity last month to see up close 
the progress being made on two of the 
district’s three new schools opening this 
fall.

More than 60 people, including parents, 
business people, community members, 
school district staff, and those working 
directly on the project, participated in 
“Hard Hat” tours of Carson Elementary 
and Kalles Junior High schools. Both 
schools are scheduled to open to students 
in September. Edgerton Elementary also 
is set to open this fall.

Guests met at the construction sites and 
spent an hour touring the inside and 
outside of the facilities. Inside, guests 
walked through classrooms, cafeterias, 
and school offi ces. At the end of the 
tours, they discussed the building process 
while enjoying a barbecue provided by 
the school district’s food and nutrition 
services department.
 
Construction crews and staff members 
are busy putting the fi nal touches on the 
buildings, which are being built with 
funds from the voter-approved 2004 
school bond. Tour participants saw fi rst-
hand how the schools are equipped with 
modern technology to assist in student 
learning. 

Carson Elementary

While the rooms were mostly bare, visi-
tors to Carson Elementary School on the 
southern end of the district saw a glimpse 
of what the new building will hold for 
students.

“This is exciting to see,” said parent Lana 
Kay. “My daughter is so excited to come 
here next year.”

Principal Arturo Gonzalez led one group 
of parents, staff, and community mem-

bers through the new school. He took 
them to the library, which will soon house 
thousands of books and features a view of 
Mt. Rainier on a clear day. “It looks spec-
tacular,” he said.

He also led guests through classrooms, 
which feature built-in spaces for tech-
nology including SMART Boards 
— interactive white boards that fea-
ture oversized touch screens. Gonzalez 
shared about the activity rooms that are 
located between two classrooms, and 
the double doors arranged between sets 
of classrooms that can easily be opened 
for teachers to team teach. “There will 
be a wealth of opportunities for students 
here,” he said.

Superintendent Tony Apostle said he is 
excited to see the school taking shape. He 
is also proud of the community legacy the 

school shows. “We could not have built 
this school without the help of the com-
munity,” he said. 

State Sen. Marilyn Rasmussen was one 
of the community visitors to the new 
school. She said the planning that went 
into the building impressed her. “This is 
going to be a great place for students to 
be,” she said.

Kalles Junior High

Architects and contractors working on the 
new Kalles Junior High showed off their 
work at the newly constructed building in 
downtown Puyallup.

They led tour guests through the choir, 
orchestra, and band rooms, which are de-
signed to enhance sound. Participants also 
toured science classrooms. The modern 

science facilities will offer teachers and 
students the proper space and tools to sup-
port the district’s recently adopted science 
curriculum, which requires lab space to 
perform experiments and other hands-on 
learning activities.

Puyallup Mayor Mike Deal and his grand-
son, Vaughn, who will be a future Kalles 
Tyee, were among the visitors to the new 
school. “It looks like it will really be a 
benefi t to these students,” Deal said.

Principal Mario Casello accompanied tour 
guests and shared some of the plans that 
the Kalles administration has for their new 
school. “This was a great opportunity to 
walk community folks through our new 
building to give them a sense of the type 
of learning environment Puyallup students 
will be able to take advantage of starting 
in fall,” he said.

There was plastic sheeting where the 
front door will be and the computer 
server room only held the storage 
racks, but the Information Technol-
ogy Center (ITC) staff saw enough of 
their new South Hill location on a tour 
in mid-April to be excited about their 
move this month.

“This is the fi rst time many of them 
have had the chance to see the inside 
of the building,” said Shaun Taylor, 
executive director of business services. 
Staff members excitedly pointed out 
where their new offi ces will be and have 
already started making plans of how 
to fully use the building once they are 
moved in.

Emerald Ridge High School technol-
ogy students also received a recent tour 
of the new site and learned about how 
students will benefi t from the facility.

Tours included special mention of 
generators that will ensure service to 
the building during power fl uctuations. 
Students and staff saw the extensive 
computer server room, as well as the 
power room.

The building is designed to offer 
students, staff, and community mem-
bers better service. With the increased 
space and more effi cient equipment, the 
department will be able to offer faster 
processing times of computer applica-
tions. The faster the processing time, the 
more quickly teachers and students can 
access learning materials on the school 

network and on the Internet.

The planning team for the department, 
which includes information technology 
support staff and training staff, are well 
aware that technology continues to change 
at a rapid rate. The team has worked hard 
to fi nd the right technology infrastructure 
to support student achievement now and 
into the future, Taylor said.

There are several reasons for the move to 
South Hill, said Project Manager David 
Johnson. First, the location is more secure 
and is built to specifi cally serve the ITC’s 

needs. Secondly, the current ITC location 
on the Kalles Junior High School campus 
will be demolished with the rest of the old 
Kalles Junior High later this summer to 
make way for new athletic fi elds.

By working during non-school hours, 
Project Manager David Johnson said the 
team believes they will be able to com-
plete the move without noticeable outages 
to the users of the district’s approximately 
6,000 computers and 3,000 phones.

“We have every confi dence that this move 
will go smoothly,” Johnson said. 

Emerald Ridge High School students tour the new Information 
Technology Center on South Hill.

Students, staff get fi rst look at new technology center

Summer will be a busy time as educa-
tors move into three new schools, and 
facilities department staff and contrac-
tors move forward with other 2004 
school bond projects.

One of the highlights of summer will be 
preparing for students to arrive in Sep-
tember at the newly constructed Carson 
and Edgerton elementary schools, and 
the rebuilt Kalles Junior High School 
(see adjoining story on Carson and 
Kalles). Teachers and other staff will 
begin moving into Edgerton and Carson 
elementary schools early this summer. 
Furniture and educational equipment 
will be delivered, and fi nal site work 
will be completed. 

Phase one of the east campus project 
at Puyallup High School is scheduled 
to begin by moving the school tennis 
courts and a parking lot away from the 
site of the school expansion. Tennis 
courts will be built on the east end of 
campus on Sixth Street NW across from 
the school gymnasium and swimming 
pool. Parking will be added in a new 
west parking lot off of Seventh Street 
behind the portable classrooms.

Creation of new self-contained special 
education classrooms will also begin 
this summer at Hilltop Elementary 
School. 

2004 school bond 
projects continue 
over summer
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Twenty outstanding seniors from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers 
high schools are recognized each year by the Puyallup School Board.

Students selected are recognized for their leadership qualities and are
nominated for this honor by teachers within the various
departments at each high school.

The outstanding 60 seniors are honored, along with 
their families, during the second Puyallup School 
Board meeting in May. Students receive a certifi cate, 
a reception in their honor, and a copy of a booklet 
outlining the accomplishments of each of the students 
recognized. Copies of the booklets are available for viewing on the 
Puyallup School District Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the Home page, go to District Headlines at the top and click on More 
District News.

Puyallup School Board recog

Emerald Ridge High School

Garrett Allen Angela Conti Elizabeth Davis Sam Field Kate Gruver Patrick Hoey Saylah Leu

Jocelyn McCurtain Rochelle Merod Sandra Morales Jillian Okazaki Erik Olson Lisa Pan Alex Paterno

Elaine Raymond Katherine Rempe Jessie Roy Byron Sasaki Robin Stoyles Summer Yates
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Rogers High School

Jeff Allen James Cortes Aaron Daybell Stephanie Dering Carolyn Draper Jonathan Fowles Anthony Getzin

Masako “Koko” Johnson Annie Laweryson Jennifer Lovering Julio Rodriguez Jill Rogers Luxi Salmon Rachelle Salzman

Jennifer Scott Dean Spencer Janelle Stavig Justin Vick Jordan Westering Jessica Zuniga

Puyallup High School

Preston Ampe Aaron Badham Steve Barnes Kaitlyn Broberg Andrea Goodmansen Nicole Iranon Andrew Kim

Matthew Lund Hope Mahnken Samuel Olive Ankit Patel DuWayne Phinisey Maria Salas Mallory Smith

Phanarath Sok Cheyenne Space Kyle Spane Jessica Stacey Janelle Stone Travis Walker

nizes outstanding graduates
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Elementary Teacher
of the Year
continued from page 1

Janine DeLeon is surrounded by her fi fth-grade students after the 
Karshner teacher learned she was named this year’s Elementary 
Teacher of the Year.

Secondary Teacher
of the Year
continued from page 1

me. We practice math every day, and I like 
to provide several different ways of teach-
ing the same topic. My whole attitude is, 
everyone can learn.”

Fifth grader Deborah Warren said she 
likes learning math tricks. “She taught us 
how to do the knock off game in division, 

three to four times a week, and when 
we’re doing intense research work, we’re 
in there daily,” she said. In her classroom, 
DeLeon uses a microphone that magni-
fi es her voice so students can hear her 
from anywhere in the room. She also 
teaches her students to take photographs 
with a digital camera, arrange them in a 
slide show, and set the show to music for 
school assemblies.

Monthly art projects are also a big hit with 
students, who have learned to use profes-
sional watercolors this year to create art 
pieces related to subjects in their class-
room reading book. “I thrive on coming 
up with these kinds of projects and ways 
for children to express what they are 
learning.” Two of her students who had 
been struggling in the fall in reading and 
writing have improved so much this year 
that they no longer need extra help from 
special services.

When it comes time each spring for stu-
dents to take the Washington Assessment 
of Student Learning (WASL), DeLeon 
hangs balloons and sprinkles confetti on 
their desks. “I really try and take the stress 
off of them,” she said. “The WASL is a 
celebration of what we know.”

DeLeon serves on numerous committees 
at Karshner Elementary and at the school 
district level. She is the teacher represen-
tative on the school’s PTA, serves on the 
school improvement planning team, teach-
es summer school, and uses her extensive 
technology background to help teachers 
develop and effectively use school-based 
teacher Web sites. At the district level, she 
serves on a committee that develops the 

junior Matthew Anderson, who nominated 
his journalism advisor for the award. “She 
keeps the kids’ interest.” Anderson at-
tributes his success in passing the writing 
portion of the Washington Assessment 
of Student Learning (WASL) to what he 
learned in Coyer’s journalism class.

Puyallup High School Principal Mike 
Joyner and Assistant Principal Jason 
Smith wrote in support of the nomina-
tion, “Sandra Coyer is simply an amaz-
ing teacher with a true passion for teach-
ing writing. She spends countless hours 
working with young people in helping 
them discover the beauty of language … 
her energy is unmatched, and her love for 
education inspires us all.”

Coyer reaches out to different learn-
ing styles by infusing a combination of 
teaching techniques in her classroom les-
sons, ranging from handouts and lectures 
to group discussions and different forms 
of technology. On a recent morning, she 
used several of those techniques with her 
sophomore English students to help them 
evaluate Marc Antony’s speech following 
the death of Julius Caesar. 

Her classroom walls are fi lled with 
inspirational quotations from renowned 
writers such as Henry David Thoreau 
and Ralph Waldo Emerson, as well as 
the front pages of newspapers marking 
signifi cant national news events.
  
Outside of her classroom, Coyer is most 
at home in the Viking Vanguard school 
newspaper offi ce. One recent morning, 
students bustled about the newsroom 
working on last-minute changes to ar-
ticles or layouts for the next edition.

Coyer, who worked on her high school 
yearbook and her college newspaper and 
yearbook, treats her student journalists 
as professionals and expects others to do 
the same.

“I teach them that the First Amendment 
gives them a lot of rights, but with those 
rights comes great responsibilities,” Coyer 
said. “I leave a lot of the decision-making 
to the kids, and I make sure what they are 
doing is legally and ethically sound. They 
understand the law and what they can and 
cannot do.”

This year, the Vanguard placed fi fth in the 
nation among student newspapers at the 
national Journalism Education Associa-
tion conference. “That had to be one of 
the most defi ning moments this year,” she 
said. “I was in tears.”

The 11 students who accompanied her 
on the trip to the national conference in 
Colorado surprised her at the airport with 
a T-shirt featuring a sketched portrait of 
her face on the body of a goose in fl ight. 
The students revealed they, too, had shirts 
featuring their faces sketched on out-
stretched wings.

As much as possible, Coyer exposes 
her students to the world of journalism 
beyond high school. Last year, she invited 

a Seattle Times graphic designer to work 
with the high school journalists on news-
paper design. “We create as many partner-
ships as we can with professional media 
so students can see what they are doing is 
real,” she said.

Superintendent Tony  Apostle congratulates Sandra Coyer for being 
named Secondary Teacher of the Year while Puyallup High Principal 
Mike Joyner looks on.

Junior Ashley Thompson, one of the 
students who testifi ed, said, “I feel lucky 
to be at a school that has freedom and 
that practices journalism ethically.”

In addition to her daily teaching job, 
Coyer leads summer journalism classes 
organized by the Washington Journalism 
Education Association and holds a one- 
week summer camp to teach design and 
writing basics to incoming Vanguard 
staff members.

She also serves this year on several 
school district and state level commit-
tees, including the district’s Writing 
Assessment Leadership Team. Last 
year, she was one of few teachers in the 
nation to earn the Master Journalism 
Educator status.

The state Offi ce of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction has called on Coyer 
several times to assist with work related 
to the WASL, and she serves as a guest 
speaker and judge at state Journalism 
Education Association conferences.

Locally, Coyer mentors new teachers in 
Puyallup, provides professional develop-
ment opportunities for teachers in grades 
eight through 12 in writing, and helps 
create summer intervention classes for 
students struggling in reading and writing. 

and it helps me understand what to do.” 
The knock off game involves removing 
zeros from the divisor and the dividend to 
make the problem less complex.

Deborah’s mother, Suzette Pauline, said 
she has noticed her daughter making 
considerable academic gains this year, 
especially in reading. “My daughter has 
really excelled in her class,” she said. 
“Students set a reading goal for the month, 
and my daughter keeps setting her goal 
higher and higher.”

DeLeon encourages her class to enter lo-
cal and national writing and art contests, 
and several students have recently won or 
placed in competitions.

Her classroom is also rich with technol-
ogy. “We are in the computer lab at least 

“She encourages her students to 
succeed beyond what they think 
they can do.”

Principal Jeanie Schneider

This year, several of her students traveled 
to Olympia to testify before lawmakers on 
a bill concerning the rights of student jour-
nalists. Coyer listened to their testimony 
at Puyallup High through video streaming 
— a sequence of moving images that are 
sent in compressed form over the Internet 
and displayed by the viewer on a computer 
screen. “The students were remarkable, and 
I was proud that they believed so strongly 
in the issue to testify,” she said.

Her motto, which is well-known to her 
students, is “Everything will be OK.” As 
she looks back at the school year, she said 
she is most satisfi ed in knowing that she 
has helped even one struggling student to 
feel successful. “I let them know they can 
do it.”

That sentiment is refl ected in a poster in 
her classroom that states in large, bold let-
ters, “It’s always too soon to quit.”

“Sandra Coyer is simply an amazing teacher with a 
true passion for teaching writing.”

Principal Mike Joyner
 and Assistant Principal Jason Smith

district’s writing curriculum in line with 
state standards. She also holds teacher 
training workshops and parent meetings 
on Human Growth and Development and 
the HIV curriculum.

This is her 13th year of teaching and 
her second year in the Puyallup School 
District. This is also the second time she 
has been recognized as an outstanding 
teacher. In 2000, while working in the 
Federal Way School District, DeLeon 
was nominated for Washington state 

Teacher of the Year.

While their petition effort to move De-
Leon to sixth grade this year was unsuc-
cessful, several of last year’s fi fth graders 
frequently visit their former teacher’s 
classroom. Their parents, such as Porter, 
also stay in touch with the teacher who 
they say had such a positive infl uence on 
their children. “It takes a very big heart 
to see what those kids need, and someone 
like her to say, ‘I’m going to be the one to 
give it to them,’” Porter said. 
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Students top state, nation in Refl ections program

Call for bus drivers 
The Puyallup School District is cur-
rently hiring school bus drivers. The 
district is offering a comprehensive 
paid training program August 1 through 
August 24, 2007. Participants who 
complete the training qualify for a com-
mercial driver’s license.

The job is excellent for people who en-
joy driving and children, want part-time 
hours with benefi ts, prefer summer and 
holidays off work, have clean driving 
records, and are at least 21 years of 
age, said Pam McDonald, the district’s 
driver trainer and coordinator.

During training, the district pays 
$10.91 per hour. After training, the 
pay scale is $12.74 per hour. After 30 
driving assignments, the pay rate is 
increased to $14.41 per hour. Applica-
tions and specifi c instructions for com-
pleting the applications are available on 
the Puyallup School District Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click on 
Human Resources, then Job Openings. 
Complete a classifi ed application and 
submit the backup documentation.

Interested persons may also call 
McDonald at (253) 841-8669 or 
(253) 208-1559, or e-mail her at 
pkmcdonald@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

School bond falls 
short of passage
The school district’s second attempt 
this year at passing a school bond fell 
less than one percent short of the re-
quired 60 percent supermajority of yes 
votes needed to pass the measure.

On Tuesday, May 15, Puyallup School 
District voters considered a $259.5 mil-
lion school bond to address continued 
facility and technology needs district-
wide. The bond measure outlined the 
same 19 facility and technology proj-
ects proposed in the February 6, 2007 
special election, which fell less than 
two percent short of the state-required 
60 percent supermajority of yes votes.

The Pierce County Auditor’s Offi ce 
reported the bond received 12,058 yes 
votes (59.15 percent) compared to 
8,327 no votes (40.85 percent). Elec-
tion results were certifi ed on May 30.

Golden Acorn and 
Zeiger winners

They danced, wrote, and photographed 
their way into the state and national Re-
fl ections arts competition. In the end, two 
students emerged among the best artists 
in the nation while the third received top 
billing at the state level.

The three winners received their awards 
last month at the annual state Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) Refl ections 
awards ceremony. The best national entry 
in each category and age division receives 
an Outstanding Interpretation Award. The 
next best entries receive Awards of Excel-
lence, followed by Awards of Merit. 

On a national level, fourth-grader Hayden 
Hopkins-Wilkins received an Award of 
Excellence for dance choreography in 
the intermediate division (grades three to 
fi ve).

The Stewart Elementary student moved 
into the national limelight after winning 

Outstanding Interpre-
tation — the highest 
award possible on the 
state level — for the 
third consecutive year.

The 9-year-old, who 
aspires to be a profes-
sional jazz dancer, 
choreographed and 
performed a lyrical 
dance (combination 
of ballet and jazz) on 
video to express this 

year’s theme, “My Favorite Place.” 

“I was so excited when I opened the let-
ter,” she said. “My favorite place is the 
dance studio and all of my friends and the 
teachers who help me out.”

Her road to the national competition be-
gan with the contest at Stewart, continued 
at the school district level, and advanced 
to the state contest. This is the fi rst year 
that dance choreography entries have been 
judged at the national level.

Joshua Crossen, a second grader at Zeiger 
Elementary, also received national rec-
ognition for a color photograph showing 
a pair of his green rubber boots in a mud 
puddle. Crossen took the photo on his 
mother’s digital camera in a fl ooded park-
ing lot near the Puyallup Fairgrounds.

“It was raining and there was this huge 
puddle,” he said. “I wear my boots when 

it’s really raining, and I set them in the 
puddle for the photo.” 

The 8-year-old received an Award of 
Merit for his work in the primary division 
(preschool through grade two). 

In the state competi-
tion, Crossen also 
took the highest honor 
possible, Outstanding 
Interpretation, which 
automatically qualifi ed 
him for the national 
judging. This is his 
fi rst trip to state and 
nationals, after having 
won ribbons on the 
local level in previous 
Refl ections contests.

Anna Payton, a ninth grader at Ferrucci 
Junior High School, was also a winner at 
the state level. She received an Award of 
Excellence in the senior literature division 
for a short story, “Grandfather’s Song.”

Payton’s story centers on a girl who lives 
in a foster home and the special circum-
stances that happen after the death of her 
grandfather — the only person she could 
trust when young to make things better. 
The grandfather used to sing her to sleep 
in Italian.

Community members will have a chance 
to comment on the proposed 2007-08 
school district budget during public hear-
ings scheduled before the Puyallup School 
Board on June 25 and August 13.

The June 25 hearing begins at 5:30 p.m., 
and the August 13 hearing starts at 6:30 
p.m. at Ballou Junior High School, 9916 
136th St. E. in Puyallup.

Financial planning is especially signifi cant 
this year as the district prepares to open 
two new elementary schools this fall and a 
new junior high the following year.

The district has spent the past several 
years planning ahead for costs associ-
ated with staffi ng and operating the new 
buildings. It costs about $1 million more 
each year to support the cost of a new 
elementary school and $1.2 million for a 
new junior high.

New staffi ng expenses include clerical, 
custodial, administrative, counseling, 
maintenance, grounds, health, music, 
library, and physical education — all of 
which must be budgeted without any ad-
ditional state funding. Other non-salary 

costs such as maintenance, health room 
supplies, offi ce materials, and utilities 
must also be accommodated.

Three years ago, Puyallup instituted a 
fi ve-year plan for opening Carson and 
Edgerton elementary schools this fall, 
and Glacier View Junior High in 2008. 
The plan annually reduces resources 
from the on-going expenses portion 
of the budget to prepare for the open-
ing costs — much like parents spend 
years earmarking money to prepare for 

the day their son or 
daughter enrolls in 
college. 

“This planning has 
put the district in a 
good fi nancial position 
with only moderate 
impact on the current 
budget,” said Debra 
Aungst, assistant 
superintendent of 

education support. 

The district’s foresight in planning for 
new school costs was noted in a recent 
report by Standard & Poors bond rating 

fi rm. Like good personal fi nancial credit 
scores, better bond ratings, combined 
with positive bond market conditions and 
the timing of a bond sale, result in lower 
overall borrowing costs.

The report referred to the district’s 
“good budgeting policies” and spe-
cifi cally mentioned the fi ve-year plan: 
“This approach avoids the potentially 
contentious abrupt reallocations for 
fi rst-year operations of those schools 
and allows the district to use the interim 
surplus funds for one-time districtwide 
costs, such as equipment and instruc-
tional materials.”

The district projects an additional 232 
students will enroll next year — most of 
them at the elementary and high school 
levels. Puyallup is the ninth largest school 
district in the state.

Copies of the superintendent’s proposed 
budget are available at the school district’s 
Education Service Center, 302 Second St. 
S.E. in Puyallup.

The school district is required by law to 
adopt a balanced budget by August 31.

Citizens invited to comment on 2007-08 budget 

“When I sat on grandpa’s lap, I was safe,” 
Payton writes in one part of the story. 
“Nothing could hurt me while those strong 
arms held me in their grip and those wise, 
knowing eyes watched my every move. 
I wish now that I had never moved from 
that spot, or that I could go back in time 
— back to where nothing could hurt me, 
and I could sit for hours listening to that 
never ending song.”

This is Payton’s ninth straight year enter-
ing the arts contest and 
her second trip to state. 
In fi rst grade, she was 
recognized for writing 
a poem around the 
theme, “Anything is 
Possible.”

The 15-year-old, who 
aspires to be a choir 
teacher, used her 
passion for music to 
help write this year’s winning entry. “All 
music has different meanings for different 
people,” she said.

The Refl ections program encourages 
students in preschool through grade 12 to 
create and submit works of art for fun and 
recognition in literature, musical com-
position, photography, visual arts, dance 
choreography, and fi lm/video production.

Second grader Joshua Crossen, of Zeiger Elementary, won a national 
award for this photo taken near the Puyallup Fairgrounds.

Several hundred people honored this 
year’s Golden Acorn and Zeiger award 
winners at the annual Puyallup Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) Council 
banquet and silent auction in April.

The event was an opportunity to raise 
money for scholarships, local PTA 
chapters, and the Refl ections program. 
It was also chance to honor volunteers 
and teachers who have made a differ-
ence in the Puyallup School District.

Linda Quinn, executive director of ad-
ministrative services, was honored with 
the Zeiger award for her work in the 
school district. The award was estab-
lished in 1994 to honor Edward Zeiger 
for 43 years of service as a teacher and 
principal in this district.

This year’s districtwide Golden Acorn 
award went to Carre Avary. Avary is 
Meeker Elementary PTA treasurer this 
year, is in her second year as secretary 
of the Puyallup PTA Council, and 
serves on several district-level com-
mittees. 

Joshua 
Crossen

Hayden
Hopkins-
Wilkins

Anna Payton

Debra Aungst
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Using crayons, markers, and colored 
pencils, four Puyallup School District 
students showed through their artwork 
why it’s important to stop on red when 
kids are ahead.

The students submitted winning posters 
in the 2007 Washington Association for 
Pupil Transportation (WAPT) School 
Bus Safety Poster Contest.

Puyallup School District bus drivers 
judged 368 entries this year from schools 
throughout the district before naming 
one winner in each of the four divisions. 
Winners are:

• Grades K-2: Slater Sorensen, a fi rst 
grader at Brouillet Elementary

• Grades 3-5: Joshua Scott, a fi fth 
grader at Brouillet Elementary

• Grades 6-8: Layla Youngedyk, a sixth 
grader at Woodland Elementary

• Special Needs: Hayley Wilson, a 
fourth grader at Firgrove Elementary

 
Scott also was named a winner at the 
regional level and has moved on to the 
state competition. A state winner will be 
announced at the WAPT annual conven-
tion on July 28 in Pasco.

This is the second year that the Puyal-
lup School District has participated in 
the statewide bus safety contest. This 
year’s entries were more than double the 
number submitted last year, said Pam 
McDonald, the district’s driver trainer 
and coordinator.

“It’s so pleasing to see what fabulous 
artists we have,” she said. “I think that 
students learned the perspective of the 
driver’s point of view when it comes to 

Volunteer program brings male role models into schools
Randy Kunkle never imagined going back 
to school could be so much fun.

But there he was, his granddaughter at his 
side, wearing a big smile as he greeted 
students coming off of the school bus in 
front of Sunrise Elementary School.

After the last bus pulled away, Mackenzie 
Garceau walked her grandpa to the play-
ground, where she proudly introduced him 
to several of her friends. From there she 
directed him into school and down the hall 
to her fourth-grade classroom.

For the rest of the morning, Kunkle sat at 
a table in the hall helping small groups of 
students learn vocabulary words and mul-
tiplication skills. He also helped shelve 
books in the library and had lunch with his 
granddaughter.

Kunkle is one of 30 fathers, grandfathers, 
uncles, and other male role models who 
are participating in a new volunteer pro-
gram this year at Sunrise Elementary.

Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Stu-
dents) is a national program for students 
in kindergarten through grade 12 that 
encourages male role models to volunteer 
in schools. The program was created in 
response to a middle-school shooting in 
Arkansas in 1998 and has spread to hun-
dreds of schools in more than 30 states.
 
In the Puyallup School District, Watch 
D.O.G.S. volunteers can be found at 
Sunrise and Fruitland elementary schools. 
This is the second year of the program 
at Fruitland, where more than 80 dads 
are volunteering. Carson and Edgerton 
elementary schools will also begin the 
program this fall.

The volunteers welcome students as 
they arrive at school by car or bus, tutor 
them individually and in small groups, 
visit with them during lunch, read to 
them in class, and even play foursquare 
with them now and then at recess. 
“Everyone wants the Watch D.O.G.S. 
on their team,” said Chuck Woolley, 
president of the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA) and coordinator of the Watch 
D.O.G.S. program at Fruitland Elemen-
tary.

Rob and Tressie Lowe, vice-presidents 
of the Sunrise PTA, suggested Sunrise 
initiate the program this year after seeing 
a Watch D.O.G.S. display at a PTA legis-
lative convention. “Everyone thought this 

bus safety — the driver’s responsibility in 
connection with the school bus.”

Students were asked to produce artwork 
based on the contest theme, “Stop on Red, 
Kids Ahead.”

Every student who submitted a poster 
this year received a prize. The four win-
ners each received a bank shaped like 
a school bus with the words Puyallup 
School District #3 printed on the side, a 

was a worthwhile project, and the PTA 
and staff worked together to make it hap-
pen,” Rob said. “It’s a special time for 
the kids and the dads. Just the presence 
of us here also gives all of the students a 
sense of security. It’s a safety factor.”

Watch D.O.G.S. volunteers are eas-
ily identifi ed throughout school by the 
tan vests they wear at Sunrise and the 
T-shirts they wear at Fruitland. Inside the 
offi ce at both schools is a wall of photo-
graphs featuring the volunteers with their 
school children.

At Sunrise, several of the Watch 
D.O.G.S. volunteers also posted com-
ments next to their photos.

Volunteer Paul Josten wrote, “It was 
really fun being in each of the kids’ 
classes and seeing how the teachers run 
their show. What a great job they’re 
doing.” Chad Hopkins added, “The kids 
were so excited. Their excitement made 
it fun.”

Donovan Bridges, a counselor and the 
Watch D.O.G.S. program coordinator at 
Sunrise, welcomes each volunteer in the 
morning with a vest and a schedule of 
their activities for the day. The goal is to 
have the volunteers spend one day a year; 
however, many return for more. “It seems 
they just love it, and the kids do too.”

Sunrise Principal Bob Livingston said he 
is thrilled with the program. “The kids get 
good role models, individualized help in 
tutoring, and a strong sense of security 
when there is another person to help. It’s 
another way to make kids feel welcome in 
a safe, nurturing environment.”

Teachers also appreciate the extra help.

“We have mostly moms who volunteer, 
and the men bring a different perspective,” 
said third-grade teacher Debra Gottlob. 
“The connection they make with the kids 
is so special.”

Kunkle rated his fi rst day back to school 
in years as “great.” He heard about the 
program through his daughter, Kathy 
Garceau, and agreed to give it a try. The 
retired construction worker used to volun-
teer as a baseball coach for the Puyallup 
Parks and Recreation Department.

“This was a new challenge for me,” he 
said. “I had a great time volunteering and 
spending time with my granddaughter.”

Sunrise volunteer Randy Kunkle helps greet students as they arrive at 
Sunrise Elementary School. His granddaughter, Mackenzie Garceau, 
is at his side.

Winning posters demonstrate bus safety rules

bus safety bookmark, a pencil with a bus 
eraser, and a bus safety activity book. 
All students in kindergarten through 
grade 3 who entered the contest received 
activity coloring books, while those in 
grades 4-8 received bookmarks and bus 
eraser pencils.

Students who win at the state level and 
move on to the national competition 
have a chance to win savings bonds 
worth between $100 and $1,000.

Dave Maxwell, a retired school district 
administrator who continues to contrib-
ute to education, has 
received this year’s 
Community Leader-
ship Award from the 
Washington Associa-
tion of School Admin-
istrators (WASA).

Recipients are con-
sidered for the award 
based on criteria that 
includes leadership, 
motivation, benefi t to 
students, success, cooperation/coordina-
tion with the local district, recognition by 
others, and history of service.

WASA is a professional association that 
represents education administrators in 
Washington state. 

Nominees for the community leadership 
award may not be members of the orga-
nization. Maxwell was nominated from 
Region 111, which generally covers Pierce 
County.

Superintendent Tony Apostle and Max-
well’s wife, Joyce, accompanied him to a 
WASA recognition ceremony in late April.

“Mr. Dave Maxwell is a dedicated com-
munity servant who gives freely of his 
time and energy … he is passionate about 
children and playing a role in their suc-
cess,” Apostle wrote in his nomination 
letter.

Maxwell has served the past three years 

Puyallup citizen 
receives community 
leadership award

continued on page 11
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on the district’s Bond Oversight Com-
mittee. The committee is made up of 
citizens who oversee construction and 
renovation projects funded by the $198.5 
million school bond approved by voters 
in 2004.

When his fi rst term on the committee ex-
pired in February of this year, Maxwell 
volunteered to serve another three years.

The Puyallup resident also served as 
a community representative on the 
district’s Bond Advisory Committee. The 
committee recommended a list of facility 
and technology needs for 2007-2010, as 
well as a suggested school bond dollar 
amount and timing for a bond election.

Maxwell has also served on the Citi-
zens Committee for Education, which 
advocated for the school bond measure 

Puyallup citizen wins leadership award
continued from page 10

Motorists driving near Edgemont Junior 
High School and Hilltop Elementary 
School in Edgewood have a new reminder 
to slow down in the school zone.

Flashing lights installed on top of reduced 
speed limit signs marking the beginning 
of the school zone were recently installed 
on 24th Street near the intersection of 110th 
Avenue near the two schools. The signs 
alert motorists to slow to 20 mph when the 
lights are fl ashing.

Edgemont Junior High Principal Krista 
Bates said the lights were paid for 
through a Washington Traffi c Safety 
Commission grant and installed in late 
March. The City of Edgewood worked 
with the school district on the project. 
“We worked in partnership to get these 
installed,” she said.

The lights were installed to draw 
motorist’s attention to the school zone. 
According to the Washington Traffi c 

New fl ashing lights draw attention 
to school zones in Edgewood

Safety Commission, a school zone is a 
600-foot zone designated by two signs, 
both 300 feet on either side of a marked 
crosswalk. The speed limit in a school 
zone is 20 mph. Fines are double for 
traffi c violations committed within the 
school zone.

The lights are programmed to fl ash about 
the time school starts and ends. They 
continue to fl ash until the arrival and 
dismissal process is complete.

“They aren’t on for very long during the 
day,” Bates said. “If they stay on too long, 
people get used to them and we don’t 
want that to happen.”

Bates and Hilltop Elementary Principal 
Kevin Hampton said they are excited to 
have the new fl ashing lights. “Safety is 
always our number one priority, and I 
am pleased that the Washington Traffi c 
Safety Commission grant will benefi t our 
students’ safety,” Bates said.

New fl ashing lights have been installed in Edgewood to draw motorists’ 
attention to the reduced speed in the school zone.
Hampton said he thinks the system is 
working well. “It seems that people in 
the community are respecting our safety 
lighting system,” he said. “As long as they 
continue to support it and slow down, it 
will continue to work well.”

This is the second area of the school 
district to feature the fl ashing light 
school zone signs. Other signs are 
located on Fifth Street near Meeker 
Elementary School in downtown 
Puyallup. 

Hundreds of parents are learning more 
about the Puyallup School District and at 
the same time sharing what they expect 
for their children’s education now and 
upon graduation.

The school district initiated new parent 
communication brunch meetings this 
spring to both share information about the 
district and hear what parents are think-
ing. The fi rst four sessions were geared for 
invited parents of students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade.

The meetings, held at Pioneer Pavilion 
in downtown Puyallup, will be expanded 
next year to include parents of junior high 
and high school students. Once those 
are complete, plans are to begin meeting 
again with parents of elementary students.

“This is a great chance for us to hear from 
you,” Superintendent Tony Apostle told 
a group of more than 100 parents of third 
and fourth graders. “It is also our chance 
to report back to you.”

Apostle opened each meeting with a brief 
introduction, followed by school board 
member comments. “The key to a child’s 
success in school is parent involvement,” 
Director Bruce Dammeier told parents of 
fi fth and sixth graders. “It’s easy to stay 
involved in elementary school, and I want 

Parents and staff share about schools at communication meeting 

cipal and/or assistant principal.

“It’s absolutely critical that we as a school 
district help all parents navigate through this 
school system and that you understand the 
programs and services available to you,” 
Apostle said. “We want you to recognize the 
names and faces of the people who are here 
to provide the help and support you need.”

placed before voters twice this year, and 
the Student Housing Task Force, which 
identifi ed the impacts to the district if the 
bond measure failed on May 15. 

The fi nal election results released by the 
Pierce County Auditor’s Offi ce show 
thte bond has fallen less than one percent 
short of the state-required 60 percent su-
permajority of yes votes needed to pass 
the measure.

The former principal of Aylen Junior 
High and director of Pupil Services 
moved to Puyallup in 1957 and has two 
children who graduated from Puyallup 
High School.

“If there is one overriding theme we can 
count on from Dave, it is that decisions 
be made for the children and for the 
taxpayers of our community,” Apostle 
wrote. “His dedication to this purpose is 
an inspiration to all of us.”

to encourage you to remain active in the 
junior high and high school years.”

Apostle also introduced parents to the 15 
members of the Superintendent’s Cabinet, 
the district’s leadership team, as well as 
each of the elementary school principals 
and assistant principals. Parents were 
grouped by school and sat with their prin-

After sharing some information about the 
district, such as goals, student achieve-
ment, and funding, Apostle told the 
crowd, “You and I have a whole lot in 
common. We want to do the very best for 
our children.”

Apostle then asked parents to refl ect on 
their educational expectations for their 
children by discussing four questions 
in their roundtable groups: “List three 
expectations for your child’s elementary 
school experience; list three expectations 
for your child’s performance upon gradu-
ation; name three positive attributes of the 
Puyallup School District; and what would 
you like to see change?”

Responses were varied depending on 
the grade level, however some com-
mon themes emerged. When asked 
about expectations for their children, 
for example, parents repeatedly cited 
safe schools, quality education, parent 
involvement, and a structured and fun 
learning environment.

Summaries of the parents’ responses are 
being compiled and will be presented to 
the Puyallup School Board. They are also 
posted on the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Point to Our 
District, click on About the District, then 
click on Community Feedback.

Students shine at World Affairs Summit

More than 100 parents of third and fourth graders share their ideas 
about schools with principals and school district staff.

The Edgemont Fiddlers from Edgemont Junior High School 
joined hundreds of other students in sharing their talents, art, and 
knowledge during the fi rst-ever World Affairs Summit in Tacoma. 
More photos are available on the district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Go to District Headlines at the top of the Home page 
and click on More District News. 
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Student art joins 2007 Arts Downtown outdoor gallery
A welded steel sculpture that echoes im-
ages of Leonardo Da Vinci, and a high-fi re 
clay art piece that draws its designs from 
Native American cultures, have joined the 
2007 Arts Downtown outdoor gallery.

Arts Downtown is a presentation of out-
door art pieces by sculptural artists from 
throughout the region. Pieces selected 
for the gallery are displayed year-round 
in downtown Puyallup. The art includes 
both temporary works loaned for a year 
and for sale to the public, and a growing 
permanent collection of pieces purchased 
for the city. 

Devin Hansen, a junior at Puyallup High 
School, and Jesse Warren, a senior at Rog-
ers High School, have been selected to 
feature their artistic talents this year. This 
is the eleventh year that students have 
showcased their work in the rotating art 
exhibit sponsored by Valley Arts United.

“I am truly amazed and impressed by the 
talents of our students,” said Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle. He thanked the teaching 
staff for providing “inspiration and motiva-
tion,” and the 
students for their 
professional work.

Hansen’s welded 
sculpture is near 
the corner of 
Pioneer Avenue 
and Second Street 
S.E., and Warren’s 
ceramic sculpture 
is in front of the 
Education Service 
Center at 302 
Second St. S.E.

The selection of art for the Arts Down-
town Student Artist Program is a two-step 
process. First, a school district selection 
committee reviews the art for its appro-
priateness within the community. An Arts 
Downtown subcommittee then reviews 
the entries for durability. Students submit 
a portfolio, including a resume and past 
works, with their proposed designs.

“Stranger to the Ground”

Hansen’s art, “Stranger to the Ground,” 
is the teenager’s original work inspired 
by Leonardo Da Vinci’s designs for a fl y-
ing machine. The steel structure portrays 
a man in fl ight. “First I was going to do a 
hang-glider, but I thought this was even 
better,” Hansen said. “It was a design 

that intrigued my curiosity.”

In the process of creating his art, Hansen 
said he learned 
how to use weld-
ing tools such as a 
plasma art cutter 
to round steel cor-
ners; a grinder to 
sharpen the metal; 
and a vice, ham-
mer, and chisel 
to help shape the 
piece. He also 
welded a stand 
that lifts the fl ying 
man about fi ve 
feet into the air.

The 18-year-old, who has his career sights 
set on being a certifi ed welder after high 
school, said the most diffi cult part of the 
project was the original drawing. “I’m 
more of a weld-it-together and draw-it- 
later kind of person,” he said. “Through 
this I learned to draw it to scale, measure 
it, and know how every piece of metal fi ts 
into the project.”

His welding teacher, Fred Fishback, said 
the teenager also gained valuable life 
skills such as how to work independently, 
be self-motivated, and meet deadlines.  
“He did a great job,” Fishback said. “This 
is truly an original piece.”

Hansen added, “I’ve been welding for 
almost two years, and this has been my 

most favorite project thus far.”

“Cultural Curve” 

“Cultural Curve” was inspired by symbols 
from different Native American cultures, 
including the Puyallup Indian tribe, War-
ren said. 

To begin his project, Warren sketched 
a design on a 6-foot-tall piece of paper. 
The teenager used that stencil to trace and 
fi nally etch the designs onto the clay.

The ceramic structure is made up of 13 
separate sections and features 11 different 
colors of high-fi re clay, including shades 
of red, brown, white, and black. 

Puyallup High School junior Devin Hansen’s “Stranger to the Ground” 
artwork (above) is displayed in this year’s Arts Downtown outdoor 
gallery. Hansen (below) welds his piece.

Rogers High School senior Jesse Warren spent months etching 
Native American designs into clay to create “Cultural Curve.”

“There are different heights, widths, an-
gles, and colors. It is creative and interest-
ing, and hopefully it appeals to everyone. 
I don’t want people to walk by the piece 
— I want them to pause and look at it for 
a while.”

The 17-year-old started carving the indi-
vidual tiles last year and has gained ex-
perience working with relief tiles, which 
are raised three-dimensional designs. The 
images and sections are smaller at the top 
curve of the piece and grow larger toward 
the bottom. The art is supported by a steel 
stand created by students in Bob Dore’s 
welding class.

Warren, who is interested in pursuing a 
career as a Web designer, said he learned 
several skills on the project, including 
how to work with different types of clay 
and glazes. Patience is key when working 
with carving the intricate designs, he said.

His ceramics teacher, Cindy Tate, praised 
her student’s work.  “He did some relief 
tiles last year in class, and he did such a 
good job I asked him to do something this 
year for Arts Downtown.”

Honoring Cultures 
Campaign celebrates 
diversity in schools
Schools throughout the district displayed 
visual art, poetry, and writing in their 
halls, classrooms, and offi ces last month 
as part of the district’s annual “Honoring 
Cultures Anti-Hate Campaign.”

At the elementary level, teachers used 
the district’s Respecting Ethnic and 
Cultural Heritage (REACH) curriculum 
to increase students’ awareness, ac-
ceptance, and appreciation of others. In 
junior high and high school, teachers 
used the Twenty-fi rst Century Literature 
as part of the campaign. Students read 
books and created artwork or writing to 
illustrate what they had read.

Additional student work is featured on 
the school district Web site at www.puy-
allup.k12.wa.us. Point to Our District, 
click on Diversity Affairs, then click on 
Honoring Cultures.

In my perfect world
No one hates,
In my perfect world
No one discriminates,
In my perfect world
Everyone’s equal,
In my perfect world
No one’s racist,
In my perfect world
No one’s a slave,
In my perfect world
Everyone’s the same.

Amanda McClurg
Grade 8
Edgemont Junior High

Perfect World

Taylor Woods
Grade 5
Mt. View Elementary

Caitlyn Patterson
Grade 4
Woodland Elementary

Sarah Garrett
Grade 10
Rogers High School

Samantha Scott-Zilly
Grade 5
Pope Elementary

Levi Troy
Grade 3
Sunrise Elementary


